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Pathway(s) to the Father’s Heart

Our Union Can Happen with the Father!

(all Scripture passages are from the New American Bible)

1 Litany of God the Father’s Heart

Lord, have mercy
Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.
Christ have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

God the Father of Heaven,
Have mercy on us.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
Have mercy on us.

God the Holy Spirit, our Advocate,
Have mercy on us.

Holy Trinity, one God,
Have mercy on us.

Holy Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me. Resp:
I put my trust in You.

Infinite Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Loving Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Merciful Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Forgiving Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Faithful Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Compassionate Heart of God the Father, have mercy on
me. Resp.

Mystical Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Caring Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Everlasting Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Suffering Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Grace-filled Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.

Resp.

Mighty Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Glorious Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Blessed Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Healing Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Invisible Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Fatherly Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Flaming Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Tender Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Listening Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Powerful Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Filial Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me. Resp.

Endearing Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Glorified Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Sacred Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Comforting Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Visible Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Understanding Heart of God the Father, have mercy on
me. Resp.

Plentiful Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Enduring Heart of God the
Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Magnificent Heart of God the
Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Peaceful Heart of God the Father,
have mercy on me. Resp.

Constant loving Heart of God the Father, have mercy on
me. Resp.

Always vigilant Heart of God the Father, have mercy on
me. Resp.
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Accepting Heart of God the Father, have mercy on me.
Resp.

Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world,
Spare us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world,
Graciously hear us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world,
Have mercy on us.

Let us pray.

O Heavenly Father, You desire that we come to
You for all our needs. You have sent Your Son,
Jesus, to forgive us and save us through the
power of the Cross. In this great act of
forgiveness, we are restored to You. May we
desire to grow in holiness and Your love now
and for all eternity. We ask this through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

2. What catches your eye?

Another individual and I wanted to see the
Missouri River during the flooding of late
spring and summer 2011. It was a tremendous
drive through Nebraska, South Dakota,
Wyoming, and ultimately into Montana. There
was so much snow melt and rain in spring,
2011, that it filled the Missouri River to full
capacity and more. The Missouri River actually
begins in the Centennial Mountains of Montana.
It was marked by a surveyor in 1888, John
Brower, as the ultimate source of this river. The
Missouri-Mississippi River is the 4™ longest
river in the world, 3901 miles. We took special
notes of how full the major hydro-electric dams
were on the Missouri River. Each power dam
was the sight of this massive amount of water
and its surge of power as it (the water) was
released from each dam to continue the flow
down the river. The water gushed so high in the
air, one would know of its mighty power. Some
sights and sounds are unforgettable in life, and
this is one of them. Nor will those whose land
and property were flooded, along the path of the
Missouri River, ever forget what happened that
year, 2011.

God caught the eye of Moses, in Exodus 3.

The story of Moses and the burning bush are
one of the major stories of the Old Testament. It
is more than a major story in God saving His
people in the Old Testament. (Remember the
major thread of the Old Testament is God
saving His people, starting in Genesis Chapter
3.) Moses is tending his father-in-law’s sheep
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and he sees a burning

bush. The bush is not
consumed. Moses

had no idea of the

change in his life that T
would come to him
because of this
burning bush
moment. Itis a
moment of conversion to God. God works
profoundly in the Old Testament to draw His
people to Himself and to help His people return
to Him as well. The Old Testament is the story
of a great Father guiding His people and
opening their eyes to His loving Presence. For
the Servants of the Heart of the Father, this
conversion is an awakening to God who is our
Father. God the Father is the Father of the
Family, the biblical family. So many Scripture
passages are the expression of the Father’s love
for His people. The call to His love is to see the
burning love of His Heart for us. Abba wants to
place His burning love in each one of us. The
burning love of the Father begins in each one of
us of course in Baptism. Each one of us sees
something in the Father’s love for us, that we
have never seen before. This burning love of the
Father, it begins to grow in each person’s heart
with a wonder-what is it? What is happening in
the “burning bush of Exodus 3?”

Scripture Passage:

“"Meanwhile Moses was tending the flock of his
father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian.
Leading the flock beyond the wilderness, he
came to the mountain of God, Horeb. *There the
angel of the Lord appeared to him as fire
flaming out of a bush. When he looked,
although the bush was on fire, it was not being
consumed. *So Moses decided, ‘I must turn
aside to look at this remarkable sight. Why does
the bush not burn up?’ “When the Lord saw that
he had turned aside to look, God called out to
him from the bush: Moses! Moses! He
answered, ‘Here I am.” ’God said: Do not come
near! Remove your sandals from your feet, for
the place where you stand is holy ground. ‘T am
the God of your father, he continued, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob. Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to
look at God.” (Exodus 3:1-6)

There is a lot to ponder in this Scripture
passage. The angel is unidentified who came to
Moses as the burning flame in the bush. Angels
are messengers of God. The burning bush was
not being consumed by the flames. God is
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beginning to gather the scattered into His
family. Something unusual is happening, the
bush is not being consumed. God speaks to
Moses now and no more is mentioned of the
angel. Moses has a direct encounter with God 4.
and a holy moment begins for him. Moses
answered God in such a way that he knows
Him, “Here [ am.” In this moment, may God
call you to Himself to be part of His family. It
is a holy moment, a holy realization that God
calls His people to Himself. In the Servants,
God is calling people to His Heart, Mind, Soul,
and Strength.

For a moment, put yourself outside of this
noisy world that we live in today. Moses is
tending sheep. There are not a lot of noisy
sounds coming to you except the sounds of
nature and the sheep. We don’t know how long
Moses had been out in the wilderness. Moses
had many chances to contemplate God in His
existence. (Contemplate as looking thoughtfully
for a long time at, think about, think profoundly
and at length, meditate.) A person may look at
many things of this world and actually come up
with some major observations. This is natural.
The contemplation
of God is like a
guided tour into the
Presence of God,
with His Grace
moving you from
exterior to the
interior awareness of
His Presence. We are blessed as Catholics to
have a well-developed spirituality of
contemplating God in His Word, His Eucharist-
as in a time of adoration, or the profound sense
of creation. Look at the season of Advent, one
ponders the coming of the Savior, to save us.
Christmas is pondering of the birth of Jesus.
The season of Lent is coming (the pondering
over 40 days) to the realization of sin in one’s
life; it has an effect on my life, the lives of
others, and the call of conversion back to God
the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Of course,
we remember that God the Father has sent Jesus
to save us. The Passion, Death, and
Resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the full
restoration back to God the Father. The Easter
Season is a profound awareness of the saving
love of God. As each person sins, one has
wandered away from God. Forgiveness is the
restoration of one’s life back to God the
Father’s family. Welcome home!

The story of coming back, the conversion, to
God can be an easy journey back, or certainly
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most difficult. It depends whether one is ready
to return or not at this time. Here is a story of
animation of a teacup.

Story: The Teacup Story -

There was a couple who used to go to England
to shop in the beautiful stores. They both liked
antiques and pottery and especially teacups.
This was their twenty-fifth wedding anniversary.

One day in this beautiful shop they saw a
beautiful cup. They said, “May we see that?
We’ve never seen one quite so beautiful.” As
the lady handed it to them, suddenly the cup
spoke. “You don’t understand,’ it said. ‘I
haven’t always been a teacup. There was a time
when I was red and I was clay. My master took
me and rolled me and patted me over and over
and I yelled out, ‘let me alone,” but he only
smiled, ‘Not yet.’

“Then I was placed on a spinning wheel,” the
cup said, “and suddenly I was spun around and
around and around. Stop it! I’m getting dizzy! I
screamed. But the master only nodded and said,
‘Not yet.” ‘Then he put me in the oven. I never
felt such heat!’ the teacup said. ‘I wondered
why he wanted to burn me, and I yelled and
knocked at the door. I could see him through the
opening and I could read his lips as He shook
his head, ‘Not yet.” Finally the door opened, he
put me on the shelf, and I began to cool. ‘There,
that’s better,” I said. And he brushed and painted
me all over. The fumes were horrible. I thought
I would gag. ‘Stop it, stop it!” I cried. He only
nodded, ‘Not yet.’

‘Then suddenly he put me back into the oven,
not like the first one. This was twice as hot and I
knew I would suffocate. I begged. I pleaded. I
screamed. I cried. All the time I could see him
through the opening, nodding his head saying,
‘Not yet.” Then I knew there wasn’t any hope. |
would never make it. I was ready to give up. But
the door opened and he took me out and placed
me on the shelf.

One hour later he handed me a mirror and said,
‘Look at yourself.” And I did. I said, ‘That’s not
me; that couldn’t be me. It’s beautiful. I'm
beautiful.” ‘I want you to remember, then, he
said, I know it hurts to be rolled and patted, but
if I had left you alone, you’d have dried up.’

I know it made you dizzy to spin around on the
wheel, but if I had stopped, you would have
crumbled. I knew it hurt and was hot and



Servants of the Heart of the Father

Presentation #3

disagreeable in the oven, but if I hadn’t put you
there, you would have cracked.

I know the fumes were bad when I brushed and
painted you all over, but if I hadn’t done that,
you never would have hardened; you would not
have had any color in your life. And if [ hadn’t
put you back in that second oven, you wouldn’t
survive for very long because the hardness
would not have held.

Now you are a finished product. You are what I
had in mind when I first began with you.’””
~ Author Unknown

Moral of the Teacup Story:

God knows what He’s doing (for all of us). He
is the Potter, and we are His clay. He will mold
us and make us, so that we may be made into a
flawless piece of work to fulfill His good,
pleasing, and perfect will. May the teacup story
become our story as we willingly yield to our
Potter’s hand.

This teacup story illustrates what Jeremiah
wrote by the inspiration of God: “'This word
came to Jeremiah from the Lord: *Arise and go
down to the potter’s house; there you will hear 5.
my word. *I went down to the potter’s house
and there he was, working at the wheel.
*Whenever the vessel of clay he was making
turned out badly in his hand, he tried again,
making another vessel of whatever sort he
pleased. Then the word of the Lord came to
me: *Can I not do to you, house of Israel, as this
potter has done?—oracle of the Lord. Indeed,
like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in
my hand, house of Israel.” (Jeremiah 18:1-6)

When I was in the
seminary, one sunny
October Sunday
afternoon, several of my
classmates and I went to
Shakopee, Minnesota to
the Renaissance Fair. It
is a revisiting of the
Renaissance Period in
European History. It
seems like the afternoon
went way to fast for [
enjoyed all of the activities. One event, in

o LoRp
YOU ARE
OUR

 FATHER;
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become open to the formation of our lives in
accord with God’s love and will. The attendant
at the clay spinning wheel had more than a
thought on his mind. The way he shaped and re-
shaped the clay you could see love in his eye
and heart. Moments later, he took time to
explain what he was doing to form the clay with
a clear thought in mind.

God the Father has a clear thought in mind and
heart as He forms us to be His Servants. He is
forming us to know His Heart, Mind, Soul, and
Strength—in a total loving union, and soon to
know how to serve others. Everything God the
Father does, He does with a pure love,
irresistible love that reveals to each one of us of
His passion for us and to be family. I am sure
that other people in religious groups in the
Catholic Church, such as the Benedictines,
Franciscans, that they too experience an intense
love for God. One’s spiritual formation in
general and uniquely for being a servant can
follow the footprint of Lent: prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving. Step by step, one learns that “For
you are our Father... You, Lord, are our Father,
our Redeemer you are named from of old.”
(Isaiah 49:16)

The power of fasting in one’s life and the life of
the Church.

The day of September 11, 2001, will be
remembered forever in the lives of people.
Darkness has struck the United States of
America. Terrorism had made its footprint on
American soil for the first time. People were
shocked, stunned, and in bewilderment of all
that happened that day. In the Catholic Church,
we believe that fasting can change people’s lives
and the world as well. Pope John Paul II, the
Holy Father, brings to us a teaching on fasting
and power to bring God’s Grace to us for a
multitude of many possibilities.’

“1. Christian Fasting.
1.1 The Essence of Christian Fasting.
Fasting has an important place in all the great

religions. The Old Testament lists fasting among
the corner-stones of the spirituality of Israel:

particular, was a clay potter who was spinning a
blob of clay to make something. It was

1Holy See’s Guidelines for Fast and Prayer for

Peace. Issued by Office for Liturgical Celebrations of the
Supreme Pontiff. Vatican City, Dec. 7, 2001. (Cf.
L’Osservatore Romano, English edition, 21 November
2001, p. 1.)

becoming a beautiful bowl. It was a workable
clay because it was moist, like what happens
when God’s Grace is working in our lives; we
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‘Prayer is good when accompanied by fasting,
almsgiving and justice’” (Tobit 12:8). Fasting
implies an attitude of faith, humility and
complete dependence upon God. Fasting is used
to prepare to meet God (cf. Exodus 34:28; 1
Kings 19:8; Daniel 9:3); to prepare for a
difficult task (cf. Judges 20:26; Esther 4:16) or
to seek pardon for an offence (cf. 1 Kings
21:27); to express grief in the wake of domestic
or national misfortune (cf. 1 Samuel 7:6; 2
Samuel 1:12; Baruch 1:5). Fasting, inseparable
from prayer and justice, is directed above all to
conversion of heart, without which -- as the
Prophets declared (cf. Isaiah 58:2-11; Jeremiah
14:12; Zecharich 7:5-14) -- it is meaning]less.

Before beginning his public mission, Jesus,
driven by the Holy Spirit, fasted for forty days
as an expression of his trusting abandonment to
the Father’s saving plan (cf. Matthew 4:1-4). He
gave precise instructions to his disciples that
their fasting should never be tainted by
ostentation and hypocrisy (cf. Matthew
6:16-18).

Following the biblical tradition, the Fathers
held fasting in high esteem. In their view, the
practice of fasting made the faithful ready for
nourishment of another kind: the food of the
Word of God (cf.
Matthew 4:4) and of
fulfilment of the
Father’s will (cf.
John 4:34). Fasting
is closely connected
to prayer, it
strengthens virtue,
inspires mercy,
implores divine assistance and leads to
conversion of heart. It is in this double sense --
imploring the grace of the Almighty and
profound inner conversion... For without the
Lord’s help it will not be possible to find a
solution to the tragic situation now facing the
world, and it is hard to see how terrorism will

2(From footnote 3 of this document found in
L’Osservatore Romano.) For many centuries, the Roman
Liturgy on Ash Wednesday at the start of Lent took as the
Gospel reading Mk 6:1-6, 16-18, which presents Jesus’
teaching on almsgiving (mercy), prayer and fasting, which
are in fact inseparable. “These three things, prayer, fasting
and mercy, are a single thing, each drawing life from
others. Fasting is the soul of prayer and mercy the life of
fasting. Let no one divide them, because alone they do not
survive” (Saint Peter Chrysologus, Discourse 43: PL 52,
320).
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be tackled at its roots without a conversion of
hearts.

The practice of fasting looks to the past, present
and future: to the past, as a recognition of
offences committed against God and others; to
the present, in order that we may learn to open
our eyes to others and to the world around us; to
the future, in order that we may open our hearts
to the realities of God and, by the gift of divine
mercy, renew the bond of communion with all
people and with the whole of creation, accepting
the responsibility which each of us has in
history.”

God the Father forms us for something
unique.

Can you imagine how God the Father can form
people around the world to carry on the mission
of Jesus? Think of the lives of the saints, how
their lives were formed to express God’s people
then. The formation of the lives of the saints
was to be part of the greater sense of the family
of God. Some may feel that being a part of the
family of God is too far away, others view it as
“not for me,” while others say, “only by God the
Father can we become family again.” We have
the tremendous Prayer of the Our Father. I
believe that God the Father knows what He is
doing in forming His people around the world
and us through the evangelization of people and
the re-evangelization of His current followers.
By prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, it will
happen for the greater honor and glory of God.
It will be a beautiful experience of God’s love.
Join me. One’s conversion to God will have a
profound impact on how each one of us treats
others as family. Let’s take a look at the story of
the Shoe Man Poem.

The Shoe Man Poem

My alarm went off
It was Sunday again.
I was sleepy and
tired My one day to
sleep in. But the
guilt I would feel
The rest of the day
Would have been too much
So I"d go and I’d pray.

I showered and shaved

I adjusted my tie.

I got there and sat

In a pew just in time.
Bowing my head in prayer
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As I closed my eyes.

I saw the shoe of the man next to me
Touching my own. I sighed.

With plenty of room on either side

I thought, “Why must our soles touch?”
It bothered me, his shoe touching mine
But it didn’t bother him much.

A prayer began: “Our Father”...

I thought, “This man with the shoes
has no pride. They’re dusty, worn, and
scratched

Even worse, there are holes on the side
“Thank You for blessings,” the prayer went on.

122

The shoe man said a quiet “Amen.”

I tried to focus on the prayer

But my thoughts were on his shoes again.
Aren’t we supposed to look our best
When walking through that door?

“Well, this certainly isn’t it,” I thought,
Glancing toward the floor.

Then the prayer was ended

And the songs of praise began.

The shoe man was certainly loud
Sounding proud as he sang.

His voice lifted the rafters

His hands were raised high.

The Lord could surely hear

The shoe man’s voice from the sky.

It was time for the offering

And what I threw in was steep.

I watched as the shoe man reached
Into his pockets so deep.

I saw what was pulled out

What the shoe man put in.

Then I heard a soft “clink”

as when silver hits tin.

The sermon really bored me

To tears, and that’s no lie

It was the same for the shoe man

For tears fell from his eyes.

At the end of the service

As is the custom here 7.
We must greet new visitors

And show them all good cheer.

But I felt moved somehow

And wanted to meet the shoe man
So after the closing prayer

I reached over and shook his hand.
He was old and his skin was dark
And his hair was truly a mess

But I thanked him for coming
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For being our guest.

He said, “My name’s Charlie

I’m glad to meet you, my friend.”
There were tears in his eyes

But he had a large, wide grin

“Let me explain,” he said

Wiping tears from his eyes.

“I’ve been coming here for months
And you’re the first to say ‘Hi.””

“I know that my appearance

Is not like all the rest

“But I really do try

To always look my best.

“I always clean and polish my shoes
Before my very long walk.

“But by the time I get here

They’re dirty and dusty, like chalk.”

My heart filled with pain

and I swallowed to hide my tears
As he continued to apologize

For daring to sit so near.

He said, “When I get here

[ know I must look a sight.

“But I thought if I could touch you
Then maybe our souls might unite.”

I was silent for a moment

Knowing whatever was said

Would pale in comparison

I spoke from my heart, not my head.

“Oh, you’ve touched me,” I said,
“And taught me, in part;

“That the best of any man

Is what is found in his heart.”

The rest, I thought,

This shoe man will never
know. Like just how thankful
I really am That his dirty old
shoe touched my soul.

May God continue to
bless us; let all the
ends of the earth
revere him.

Psalm 677, NRSV

- Leanne Freiberg
Can one look beyond yourself?

When you look in a mirror in the bathroom in
the morning it can be so appealing that there is
no one else in life. Pride can exclude everyone
else in the look into one’s heart, or that no one
else really matters except me. Most of all, pride
excludes God from one’s life. How awful!
There is a grace from God the Father to see that
there is a whole spiritual world awaiting each
one of us to look beyond oneself and to see into
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the Heart of the Father. His Heart contains the
whole family of humanity living on Earth.
Some terrible things have crept into the world
because we have not taken time to love and
serve those around us. God has the servants as a
piece of the puzzle to bring His love to the
world. A snapshot view of some conversions
will help us to understand.

Story # 1 John Wayne®

The man we know as movie star John Wayne
was born as Marion Morrison in Iowa in 1907.
In 1914, his family moved West, and Marion
began to be called “Duke.” In the height of the
Great Depression, he worked for movie studios
as a prop man, and eventually became an extra
and later starred as the cowboy Breck Coleman
in the 1930 film, “The Big Trail.” He was
renamed John Wayne by the studio to help craft
a larger showing.

In the 1940s and 1950s, John Wayne starred in
major Westerns and War pictures. He had four
children with his first wife. In 1964, he was
diagnosed with lung cancer and lost a lung and
several ribs. He had two more marriages, one
ending in divorce, the other lasting until his
death and resulting in three children. Though
he was raised Presbyterian himself, all seven of
his children were raised Catholic by their
mothers.

When his end was near, Wayne was in agony,
succumbing to stomach cancer. A priest was
called, and Wayne was baptized and the priest
administered last rites. That night, Wayne fell
into a coma. “I don’t know the technicalities of
the Church or what constitutes a conversion,”
said son Michael. “But Dad did die in the
Church.” In 1979, he died of stomach cancer at
the age of 72.

Fr. Mufloz, Wayne’s grandson, said that his
grandfather expressed a degree of regret about
not becoming a Catholic earlier in life: “that
was one of the sentiments he expressed before
he passed on,” blaming “a busy life.”

From Wayne’s example, we should learn that it
is never too late to embrace God’s forgiveness.

We should not allow a busy life, no matter how
important we think the work is, to keep us from

Center.
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a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Receiving the sacraments and especially weekly
Mass attendance can help foster that
relationship.

Story # 2 Norma McCorvey (“Jane Roe”)*

In 1970, Norma McCorvey, under the
pseudonym “Jane Roe,” filed a law suit
challenging the Texas laws that criminalized
abortion. Eventually, the case reached the U.S.
Supreme Court as the now-famous Roe v.
Wade. She is described as a pregnant woman
who “wished to terminate her pregnancy by an
abortion ‘performed by a competent, licensed
physician, under safe, clinical conditions’; that
she was unable to get a ‘legal’ abortion in
Texas. . . She claimed that the Texas statutes
were unconstitutionally vague and that they
abridged her right of personal privacy. . .” (Roe
v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973), 120)

Norma McCorvey describes herself as having
been relatively ignorant of the facts of her own
case, and claims that her attorneys simply used
her for their own ends. She was pregnant with
her third child and wanted to end her pregnancy,
but she was not aware of all the implications of
abortion or even what the term itself meant. She
did not fully realize that this process would end
a human life. In the end, Norma never had an
abortion. She gave her baby up for adoption.

In the 1980's, she
became involved in
the abortion
movement. Around 3
1992, she began to =
work at abortion L\
clinics. In 1995, a
pro-life group moved into the same building as
the abortion clinic, leading to a series of
encounters between Norma and pro-life
activists. Over time she became friends with
many of them and began to have serious doubts
about the morality of abortion.

(Another chapter in history has happened. Roe
v. Wade was overturned June 24, 2022, when
the US Supreme Court overturned the 1973
law.)

Emily Mackey, the 7 year-old daughter of one
of the pro-lifers, particularly affected her.
Eventually, she started going to church, and

“bid.
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began to reject her past involvement with the
pro-abortion movement.

Since her conversion
she has dedicated
herself to pro-life
work, starting her
own ministry, “Roe
No More,” in 1997, ¢
and continues to

speak out against
abortion and for life. In 1998, she became a
Catholic convert and has worked to overturn
Roe v. Wade.

CHOOSE
A0~

Norma McCorvey teaches us that we need not
be defined by our past. Sometimes the lessons
we learn from our past prepare us to minister to
others in the future.

Story # 3 What are you listening for?

A Native American and his friend were in
downtown New York City, walking near Times
Square in Manhattan. It was during the noon
lunch hour and the streets were filled with
people. Cars were honking their horns, taxicabs
were squealing around corners, sirens were
wailing, and the sounds of the city were almost
deafening. Suddenly, the Native American said,
“I hear a cricket.”

His friend said, “What? You must be crazy.
You couldn’t possibly hear a cricket in all of
this noise!” “No, I’m sure of it,” the Native
American said, “I heard a cricket.” “That’s
crazy,” said the friend.

The Native American listened carefully for a
moment, and then walked across the street to a
big cement planter where some shrubs were
growing. He looked into the bushes, beneath the
branches, and sure enough, he located a small
cricket. His friend was utterly amazed.. “That’s
incredible,” said his friend. “You must have
superhuman ears!”

“No,” said the Native American. “My ears are
no different from yours. It all depends on what
you’re listening for.” “But that can’t be!” said
the friend. “I could never hear a cricket in this
noise.” “Yes, it’s true,” came the reply. “It
depends on what is really important to you.
Here, let me show you.” He reached into his
pocket, pulled out a few coins, and discreetly
dropped them on the sidewalk. And then, with
the noise of the crowded street still blaring in
their ears, they noticed every head within
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twenty feet turn and look to see if the money
that tinkled on the pavement was theirs. “See
what I mean?” asked the Native American. “It
all depends on what’s important to you..”
What’s important to you? What do you listen
for? Some people say that there is no God, and
that He never speaks to us anymore. But perhaps
they can’t see or hear Him because they aren’t
listening for Him. They are living for
themselves, not for God. If you are in tune with
God, you will be able to notice Him at work in
your life and in the world. And you’ll be able to
hear Him when He speaks.

Story # 4 “Shadow of the Cross”
[Author Unknown]

In 1967 while taking a class in photography at
the University of Cincinnati, I became
acquainted with a young man named Charles
Murray who also was a student at the school
and training for the summer Olympics of 1968
as a high diver.

Charles was very patient with me as [ would
speak to him for hours about Jesus Christ and
how He had saved me. Charles was not raised in
a home that attended any kind of church, so all
that I had to tell him was a fascination to him.
He even began to ask questions about
forgiveness of sin.

Finally the day came that I put a question to
him. I asked if he realized his own need of a
Redeemer and if he was ready to trust Christ as
his own Savior. I saw his countenance fall and
the guilt in his face. But his reply was a strong

113 ’

no

In the days that followed he was quiet and often
I felt that he was avoiding me, until I got a
phone call and it was Charles. He wanted to
know where to look in the New Testament for
some verses that [ had given him about
salvation.

I gave him the reference to several passages and
asked if I could meet with him. He declined my
offer and thanked me for the Scripture. I could
tell that he was greatly troubled, but I did not
know where he was or how to help him.

Because he was training for the Olympic games,
Charles had special privileges at the University
pool facilities. Some time between 10:30 and
11:00 that evening he decided to go swim and
practice a few dives.
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It was a clear night in October and the moon
was big and bright. The University pool was
housed under a ceiling of glass panes so the
moon shone bright across the top of the wall in
the pool area. Charles climbed to the highest
platform to take his first dive. At that moment
the Spirit of God began to convict him of his
sins.

All the Scripture he had read, all the occasions
of witnessing to him about Christ flooded his
mind. He stood on the platform backwards to
make his dive, spread his arms to gather his
balance, looked up to the wall and saw his own
shadow caused by the light of the moon. It was
the shape of a cross.

He could bear the burden of his sin no longer.

His heart broke and he sat down on the platform

and asked God to forgive him and save him. He
trusted Jesus Christ twenty some feet in the air.
Suddenly, the lights in the pool area came on.
The attendant had come in to check the pool.
As Charles looked down from his platform he
saw an empty pool which had been drained for
repairs. He had almost plummeted to his death,
but the cross had stopped him from disaster.

“!8The message of the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God.” (1
Corinthians 1:18)

8. The Call and Commission of Moses. And the
call to become a servant.

Moses had a heart that must have been pre-
conditioned to accept God’s call. Was there any
hesitancy in his answer to God? His only
hesitancy was to whom he would go. One’s
hesitancy is do I have the time? Or where will I
go0? Bloom where you are planted!

“But the Lord said: I have witnessed the
affliction of my people in Egypt and have heard
their cry against their taskmasters, so I know
well what they are suffering. *Therefore I have
come down to rescue them from the power of
the Egyptians and lead them up from that land
into a good and spacious land, a land flowing
with milk and honey... "Now indeed the outcry
of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen
how the Egyptians are oppressing them. '"Now,
go! I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my
people, the Israelites, out of Egypt. ''But Moses
said to God, ‘“Who am [ that I should go to
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’

Presentation #3

Page 9

2God answered: I will be with you; and this will
be your sign that I have sent you. When you
have brought the people out of Egypt, you will
serve God at this mountain.

'But,” said Moses to God, “if I go to the
Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me,
‘What is his name?’ What do I tell them?’

"God replied to Moses: ‘T am who I am.” Then
he added: ;This is what you will tell the
Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.” *God
spoke further to Moses: This is what you will
say to the Israelites: The Lord, the God of your
ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.
This is my name forever; this is my title for all
generations.” (Exodus 3:7-15)

The servants are a young group. God has called
me and re-called me many times to strengthen
my place in the Servants of the Heart of the
Father. I have to walk by trusting the Father and
His relationship with me. There is a burning
bush in my life. It is in my heart. Come and
receive the burning bush in your life, along with
a desire to be in the Father’s love.

9. The moment that you have been waiting, the
voice of God the Father. This passage comes
from the Transfiguration of Jesus on the
mountain.

Scripture passage:

“! After six days Jesus took

Peter, James, and John . a :-?{

his brother, and led
them up a high
Transfguration of the Lord

mountain by
themselves. And he
was transfigured before
them; his face shone
like the sun and his
clothes became white as light. *And behold,
Moses and Elijah appeared to them, conversing
with him. “Then Peter said to Jesus in reply,
‘Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I
will make three tents here, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” *While he was still
speaking, behold, a bright cloud cast a shadow
over them, then from the cloud came a voice
that said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I
am well pleased; listen to Him.” “When the
disciples heard this, they fell prostrate and were
very much afraid. "But Jesus came and touched
them, saying, ‘Rise, and do not be afraid.’ $And
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when the disciples raised their eyes, they saw
no one else but Jesus alone.’” (Matthew 17:1-7)

There is much to contemplate about this
passage from the Gospel of Matthew. It has a
sense of direction for one’s spiritual life. The
Father speaks about His Son, Jesus. These
works apply to us as well.

Reflection time

1. What is your favorite Scripture passage in the
Bible? Does it set your heart on fire for God?

2. Can you see more clearly the love that God has
for you?
3. Have you ever thought that your life and the

love that God has for you could make a
difference in someone else’s life?



